Final Hoover Message 


(For many years, newspapers have 
found so much meaning in the monthly 
“Message From The Director. . .To All 
Law Enforcement Officers” — from J. 
Edgar Hoover in the FBI Law 
Enforcement Bulletin, a publication 
. which went to most law agencies and 
l • the press — thai they have on 
numerous occasions published the texts 
in full. This newspaper has published 
the timely messages. The one that 
follows, from the May Bulletin, on Law 
Day, was his last. We commend it to 
your reading). 

Extremists of all stripes in our society 
ceaselessly attempt to discredit the rule 
. of law as being biased and oppressive. 
They have no conception of — or 
purposely choose to ignore — its role 
and history. It is not surprising that 
these divisive elements concentrate 
their abuse on the law enforcement 
officer. Above all, he stands firmly in 
• the path of mindless actions that would 
reduce our government of laws to mob 
rule or the whims of lawless men. 

To permit such attempts to damage 
the reputation of our government by 
law is, of course, a necessary condition 

* of democracy. While it must tolerate the 
lawfully expressed views of extremists* 
its citizens cannot through their own 
ignorance be entrapped with sympathy 
for bankrupt doctrines that would lay 
waste the foundations of their Nation. 

In observing Law Day, USA, this 
May 1st, we have an opportunity to 
view our laws in their proper 

• perspective and appreciate the role they 
have played in developing our Nation. 

-This day is also a time to renew our 
• obligation of support to law 
. • enforcement officers, 126 of whom 
selflessly gave their lives last year in 
upholding the law. 

Our greatest democratic heritage is 
the rule of law. It is the foundation for 
and the guardian of the rights, liberties, 
and orderly progress we enjoy. It is also 
the soil that has nurtured the 
“American dream” implicit in the 
Declaration of Independence pledge to 
provide . .Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness” for all our 
citizens. 

The tests of time and challenge in our 
Nations history have more than 
proven the majesty of the law. Were 
this not so, our country would not have 
endured its Btrife to now stand before 


the nations of the world as a model of 
freedom and accomplishment. This is 
not to say the law has always been 
right, but that it has been organized to 
ultimately seek justice. Recognition of 
its power for good is not merely the 
experience of our nearly two centuries 
of democratic government. The 
struggle to insure the rights of the 
individual and his social organizations 
by written decree has roots which reach 
far back into antiquity. The authors of 
our Constitution were mindful of this 
legacy when they drafted that historic 
document. 

Nor was the importance of a 
definitive rule of law lost to the general 
public of our infant Nation. Worn by 
the ravages of the Revolutionary War, 
our expectant forefathers appealed for 
and * got amendments to the 
Constitution which formed the Bill of 
Rights — specific guarantees of law 
that responded to the heart of their 
grievances. Together the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights gave birth to our 
rule of law and it is the flesh and blood 
of our Nation. ' 

The law is dynamic because it 
responds to change as it did for those 
who argued for and received the Bill of 
Rights. And our Nation’s history has 
been a chronicle of change. But the 
process of change in a democracy 
requires discipline and responsibility 
that will not unleash unrestrained 
forces that would rip the fabric of our 
freedoms. That frabic derives its 
strength through the warp and woof of- 
laws that orderly guide the process of 
change by defining our individual and 
corporate duties. Change in our society 
would otherwise simply result from 
those who could impose their will on 
others without regard for the validity of 
their arguments or the rights of those 
who do not share their views. 

Law Day honors an indispensable 
commitment of a free society: that 
democracy be dynamic but not self- 
destructive. If we do not value this 
commitment by both honoring and 
obeying the rule of law, the tyranny of 
extremists may inevitably result. 
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John I^ar^ Hoover, Director 
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